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Clan gripped ne
conversations abo
Eons ago the word s
~descendants.” That part ,.L#'_'-;__

I found when I dug a layer .
can be traced back to Latin’ s

A child is an off's'in‘g; a family
1s something th_at blranches

“When I thlnk of plants I 1mmed1at /th of somethmg that glves

llve because plants leave_ ‘cannot eat a watermelon, for
ar . to plant the seeds to grow .new
| grown everythlng peach trees

to grapes.
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and, later,
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collecting s
because she
word for “fa
characters i

4 creating somet

I was thtrty th
bleedtng, without

Our deepest sense of 1dentity 1S synoymous
with our deepest sense of worth

seven years prior. I had tried everything do rs recommended,
including two uterine surgical procedures, artous types of birth
control, lots of natural remedies, prayer. Sometimes the treatments
would slow it to where it was “manageable” but it never stopped it.
Simultaneously, I received intravenotis iron treatments for chronic
~anemia that the doctors told me was e ed by the bleeding.

..

One day I was (thankfully) atJ;_rea n Center getttng the iron, when I
had an anaphylactic reaction to ew type of iron. They called Code
Blue on me and I ended up get- an overnight stay. Tt scared
and, if stopping the bleedtng_. ol mean an end to the anemiay _then I.
needed to stop the bleeﬂtn-g;-f o e
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So the idea of
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and darker, place

Families often talk abo
gives us shoot. Roots
Shoots grow; occupy new und. _ ey
what birthed them. And this s__ r , _mldle of my
heart. S ' G g
Because what does a family really wan : dren? To be a root?
A branch? A seed? Her village feels-"’ﬂwat- n order for the whole
structure to continue, it must stay tpe same. But, biologically, a child
is not her parent. An offshoot is a new growth. It comes from the
plant, but is not identical to it. And—Mke . me wonder things
like: so what happens if the shooti reatens the identity of the
plant? Rilee & :

Roots B_ﬁ'rrdw deep;
s_h(_)ots grow
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'The story fea

‘not cruel. The
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but because S

us all. When do
large, become thre
confront that change""

fvd Alironic Mipadatoe i

Ballymacomb More Woma ._

sacrificial or ritualistic. Breac_ story « e l—-th_at type of
murder... or does it? o : g

“Clan™ then ' felt clgsist 1o the Sy 'ecause it can inspire
conversations about communit --;i,jldentlty, change, growth, sacrifice
and--mostly, what it means to be ’ﬁS’Q"Ft of something, what it means to
have a family. Though this letter hﬂfocused_qon heavier themes
~within-that,: a: .clan can also teach you ow  t ow where the river is,
how to climb for bH‘dS eggs, Wthh ,""‘to'save . and how to fight
back. : 7
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A clan is a group of people
who shape each other.
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THE LAW

THE BREHON

Trained poets and legal
experts remembered

| the law and recited it aloud.

Law was a performance
— carried in memory,
not on parchment.

THAT LEFT NO PAPER?
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Judgment depended on
people — kin, neighbors
and the community.
What was known,
remembered and agreed
upon gave the law
its force.

Iron Age Ireland, the law was not written in books
It lived in people.

TH'E PRIEE
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Wrongdoing was often
answered through
compensation, status
and obligation rather
than imprisonment.
The value of a person —
and the harm done —

was measured and repald.
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The Story Map has been fleshed out
nearly more than halfway throu
completion of section one, but am
editing and proofreading each chap
The biggest finding 1s that the resear:
seems to end with this one!

One night, not long

ago, I dreamed of
' Bréaca (which tells
~ you how much she’s

in every thought of

the day). She was

splashing her feet

in the river.. but
- she also was doing F Sl

something not 1n thely Favorite Quotes:

book: rubbing her

Wrists. The morning wakes slowly. Purple
> and pink streak across the pale
[ rub mine as a way d blue sky before the sun Washes the
; i colors away. A robin flies past; I
SR run after it, spreading my arms as

myself. if they were wings.
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When does tending to the
£ whole become permission to
sacrifice an offshoot?

If a clan is made of its

b offshoots, how much

‘ difference can an offshoot
contain before the clan stops

accepting it as its own?
' When have you felt the pull |
between tradition, STRA

{ ..
T T Ty

#you? Which path did you
24 choose and why?
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